
SHCS Required Upper School Summer Reading  

 

Summer Reading Plan of Action 

 English and History Assessment: All students will keep a reading journal/log of their reading for EACH SUBJECT 
(one for History, one for English). Each day that they read, they will record the time they read, the page numbers 
they read, and a short summary of the content of what they read. They will turn in the journal at the start of 
the school year.  Students will use the journal when school starts to write an English paper. They will also 
have a graded discussion in History. 
 

 The Bible reflections will be worth a test grade for Quarter 1 and will be due when school starts. 
 

 

If by chance the student loses his/her summer reading assignment, another one can be picked up in the front office or 

printed out from the school’s website www.shcssharks.com on the Upper School page. Please join us as we work to ensure 

your child’s educational and spiritual growth. By signing the bottom of this letter, you and your child agree to finish this 

assignment with the integrity and honesty of a Sheridan Hills Christian School student.  

 

 If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school.  

Have a great summer!  

  

http://www.shcssharks.com/


 

  

Required Summer Reading 
 

History: 
Regular  

History: Honors  English: Regular English: Honors  Bible  

7th The Hiding 
Place by Corrie 
Ten Boom  

The Hiding Place by 
Corrie Ten Boom 

The Outsiders by 
S.E.Hinton or The 
Hobbit by 
J.R.R.Tolkien 
(Choose one)  

King Arthur, Robin 
Hood, or Tales of the 
Greek Heroes by Roger 
Lancelyn Green 
(Choose one)  

 
 
 

 
Book 

of 
John  

8th Tom Sawyer by 
Mark Twain 

Tom Sawyer by Mark 
Twain 

Anne of Green 
Gables by  L.M. 
Montgomery  

Anne of Green Gables 
by L.M. Montgomery  

 

9th Quo Vadis by 
Henryk 
Sienkiewicz  

Quo Vadis by Henryk 
Sienkiewicz  

The Screwtape 
Letters by C.S.Lewis 

The Screwtape Letters 
by C.S.Lewis 

 

10th The Daughter 
of Time by 
Josephine Tey  

Ivanhoe by Sir Walter 
Scott or Hunchback of 
Notre Dame by Victor 
Hugo (Choose one) 

Out of the Silent 
Planet by C.S.Lewis 

Wuthering Heights by 
Emily Bronte  

 

11th Killer Angels by 
Michael Shaara  

Killer Angels by 
Michael Shaara  

A Farewell to Arms by 
Ernest Hemingway 

East of Eden by John 
Steinbeck 

 

12th The Prince by 
Niccolo 
Machiavelli  

The Prince by Niccolo 
Machiavelli and Social 
Contract by Jean-
Jacques Rousseau 
(Read both) 

Mere Christianity by 
C.S.Lewis   

Picture of Dorian Gray 
by Oscar Wilde and 
Mere Christianity by 
C.S. Lewis 

 

 

English Assessment: All students will keep a reading journal/log of each book they read. Each day they read, 
they will record the time they read, the page numbers they read, and a short summary of the content covered. 
They will turn in the journal on the first day of school. They will receive an essay assignment the first week of 
school. 
History Assessment: All students will keep a reading journal/log of each book they read. Each day they read, 
they will record the time they read, the page numbers they read, and a short summary of the content covered. 
They will turn in the journal on the first day of school. They will be assessed by a discussion during the first 
week of school.  
 
Bible Assessment: Reflections will be worth a test grade in Bible for Quarter 1. Reflection Questions 
attached. 

  



SHCS 2018 Summer Bible Reading (Gospel of John) and Journal 

 Supplies Needed:   

□ ESV Bible. 

□ Notebook or Journal. This will be turned in for a test grade. 

□ Black or dark blue pen. Reflections must be neatly hand-written. 

 Instructions: 

1) Read the whole Gospel of John three chapters at a time or reread it if you have read it before. 

Suggestion: Each time you sit down to read, ask God to help you understand what you are reading and to 

show you something about Himself and Jesus. 

2) Write at least one journal entry for each of the following 7 (seven) sections: 

□ chapters 1-3 □ chapters 7-9 □ chapters 13-15 □ chapters 19-21 

□ chapters 4-6  □ chapters 10-12 □ chapters 16-18  

3) For each group of three chapters, note down the chapters read, and the date(s) you read them.  

Neatly hand write at least one paragraph (minimum four thoughtful, well-constructed sentences) 

reflecting on each section in your own words. DO NOT simply quote the text or summarize the events 

of the chapter, and DO NOT borrow ideas from others, either directly or indirectly. Instead, explain in 

your own words something significant you found in each section about Jesus and what your discovery 

might mean for you.  

 Examples of a minimally acceptable Middle School entry: 

Example #2: 

 

Mark 4-6 (Date read: June 11, 2018) 

Mark 4:35-41 tells a story about Jesus stopping a big storm just by telling it to calm 

down. I knew that the Bible said that Jesus did miracles, but I never heard that story. 

No regular human being could do that. If the story is really true, then Jesus must be 

somebody really unusual! 

 

Example #1: 

 

Mark 4-6 (Dates read: June 11-13, 2018) 

In Mark 4:35-41, Jesus calms a scary storm just by talking to it. He’s 

more powerful that most people realize! I forget how strong He is 

sometimes, and I get scared for no good reason. I need to do a better job 

of trusting Him when scary things happen in my life. He can solve 

problems and take care of things that I can’t. 



 Examples of a minimally acceptable High School entry:  

 

We pray that your reading of John this summer will help you see Jesus in a new light! 
 

- SHCS Bible Teachers 

 
 

Example #1: 

Mark 4-6 (Date read: June 12, 2018) 

In Mark 4:35-41, when the storm comes up, the disciples think that Jesus must not really 

love them or He would help them in some way. I wonder if they just expected Him to 

help them bail water out of the boat! Then He just told the water and weather to calm 

down, and the storm stopped. They couldn’t have expected anything like that! I’m like 

the disciples sometimes, because I get all worried and start doubting God, and then He 

ends up solving things in ways I never expected. When I’m consistent in reading my 

Bible and staying plugged into my youth group, my perspective is better. I need to make 

that more of a priority this year.  

Example #2: 

Mark 4-6 (Date read: June 12, 2018 

In Mark 4:35-41, when Jesus calms the storm just by talking to it, He shows that He 

even has authority over the weather. The storm had been so bad that the disciples 

were afraid for their lives, but they were even more afraid when they realized Jesus 

was more powerful than the storm. They knew that no regular human being could do 

anything like that, but they didn’t really understand who He was. If they had known 

that He was actually God, they wouldn’t have been so surprised, and they would 

have been reassured by His power instead of scared! Honestly, though, I think I 

would have reacted pretty much the same way they did. 

 

 Example #3: 

Mark 4-6 (Date read: June 12, 2018) 

In Mark 4, Jesus tells a series of parables about the Kingdom of God. Then then He 

proceeds to perform a series of miracles that make it clear that He has such 

authority and power that He must be the King! He demonstrates authority over 

weather (4:35-41), demons (5:1-20), disease (5:21-34), death (5:35-43), and various 

laws of nature (6:30-52). Even all those miracles, however, did not convince 

everyone to believe in Him. Even His own disciples didn’t really understand who 

He was! This makes me realize that despite everything I know about Jesus, and 

even despite everything He has done for me, I still don’t always treat Him like the 

King that He truly is. Starting this summer, I am going to begin praying daily that 

those of us at SHCS who know Him will actually live like He is our King. 

 

 


